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Back home they were celebrating Augtralia Day (28th January, 1957} when
our train left Kowloon Station for the border of the People’s Republic of
China, We vere eight altogesher, from giffevent Universities in Australia, and
representing the National Union of Augtralian University Students as its Dele.
gation visitirg China at the invitation of the A1l China Students?® Federation,

Forty minutes later we reached the border toun of Lo Wu, With very mixed
feelings we climbed down from our train and walked across the railvay bridpe

which forms the toundary between the British Crown Colony ané the mainland of
China,

The representative of the China Travel Service, who had escorted us from
Hong Kong, introduced us to the menber of China In-Tourist who had cone from
Canton to meet us and to guide us through Customs formalities. ‘

My first view as we passed the heavily guarded border was beyond the clug~
tera of Red Flags proudly shimmering in the gunlight, to the top of a distant
hill. Here I beheld a large building swrmounied by & Cross which gave indica-
tion that it was, or had beer;, a Monastery or other religicus institution, And
there, flying above the Cross, wes yet another Red Flag, At the time I wop- *
dered whether this vas gymbolic, and four weeks later, as I aprain passed that
spot, I knew just how symbolic indeed it was,

We were ushered into a private, plessantly furnished waiting-room, where
the first of the countless hundreds of cups of ‘char® (tea) we were to have in
the next few weeks was giver us. A few minutes later in rushed Lao Yuan~hui
and Liu Kuo-yun who had come from Peking to meet us, and vere to be our inter—
preters for the duration of cur stay in China, Lao had been one of three Chi- -
nese students who had visited Australia the previcug year,

Cur passports were taken from us, as they were on all subsequent occasions
vhile we were travelling in China,

After a truly magnifieernt Junch we boardedAour train for our journey to
Canton where we had been told "Your friends are waiting to welcome you."

Ve took the opportunity at every station where the train stopped of get-
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ting down from our carriage and strolling aleng the platform., And i% waa et
these stopping places that we first noticed gomething e were to see ¢ll throughe
out China, Every focd vender on the stations, and indeed a great majority of
the people as a whole, wore over their nose and mouth a geaze surgical nmask,

We questioned ss to the reason for thie, and vere informed that in scme places
it was for hygienic purposes only, in others to afford proteciion from the cold,
However T have read in a report of enother delegation which had visited China,
that the explanation piven to a Japanese delegate who also questioned his hoste
on this point, was that "the Americans were droppling germs in Korea dwing the
war, and the Chinegse pecple are protecting themselves apainst any likely dige
eage that mipght develop at any time",

Iove the Masses Hotsl

We reached Centon in the late afternoon, and were greeted on the station
by a large erowd of cheering, clspping students,

- 5t111 amid resounding cheers, ve climbed into the special bus vhich
avaited us, and were driven to the Love the Masses Hotel, on the tanks of the
Pearl River, This hotel, like the majority we wevre to sisy in, waa for the
axclusive use of visiting delegations, and we wondered if the ‘masses?! would
love the drain upon their pockets involved in the upkesp of a 500-bed hotel for
this purposs. ‘

 Having settled in to owr luwonrious suites we were officlally weleomed by
the Chairman and Committee of the local Studenta’ Unlon, His speech was iden-
tleel in all fundamental points with those we were %o hear et every stopping
Place during the next fouwr weeks, He gave us a history of hia eity with heawy
stress on the '"Revclutionary Traditiong', examples of vhich stretched beck to
the early parts of the centiry., There followed an expression of hope and con-
fidence that our visit to China would bring sbout “Peace, Friendship, and Mue
tual Co-operation betueen our two countries”; a hope we were to hear expregsed
in every speech, in every city in the selfwsame words,

After this the speaker went on to list a number of places in Canton which
he thought we would be interested to ses. From this 1list we chose the particu.
lar spot which we did in fact desire to ses, and the programme for the next
four deys was arranged so as to include these places, Thig was the procedure
adopted all over China.

After this welcone, four members of the team took the opportuniity afforded
by a gpare hour to gtroll, without apparent escorts, through the strests, And
here we obtained our first view of 1life in Red China.

Canton is a dirty, very overcrouded city, The butldings =re all old, wmost
in need of vepair, and all sorely in neezd of a coat of palnd,

Almogt universally {he pecple, men and wmnén, wear a blue or tlack serge
uniform, HNo mere are there worn the tright Cheong-Sums vwhich we had secn giving
20 much colour and beauty tc Hong Kong, and which formerly had been ths normal

~dress for all Chinese women, The drabness wag emphasised the more by tho come
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plete lack of display in the large “Peuple’s Department SReores! and in the
sumaller shops,

e Here too we saw the first of ths countless nwmber of food queves which we
B wiirs %0 see in every city of China, Un ons occasion ip a private conversation
- I wes informed that food wag roationsd in Ching—omy infurment received one pausl
A of meat per monthebut any sugpestion of food rationing was denied by »w in.
REER terpreters.

Bobedy Smiles in the Strast

The ordinary people in Ching keep very much to themselves in public, theis
sombre expressions being equalled only by their sombre dress, There is no
happy chatier o the women pags the bours in the food gueues, no groups of anile
irg people pagsing the time in idle convergatlon on the streets, and all of thie
showed up in marked contrast to whet we had geen in Hong Rong, snd to what, I
believe, 3= or was, & normal Chinege characteristie,

We walked down Lroad strests suod narrow lanes, all teewing with people,
and hoavy wvith oppresaive smells, Our path waz the centre of the road, as
there are very few carg--I cannst recall baving seen a single one on the roads
on this occasionewand one's only worry iz 4o avoid the trishaws (pedical o)
whileh shownd.

In practically every shop window, in every room inte which we peared, ve
o beheld the smiling face of Mao Tas-tung; here veceiving a bouguet from gome
e chilldren, there waving from the provw of o michty battleship, in another pluos,
MO recelving the applause of workerge-from everywhere ‘Blg Brother! wans watching
- Jou, le was to watch us in every University, in every factory, in evary store,
- in every home, worker's fiat, school, kindergarten, hostel that we visited in
te Chiva. :

_ Also in a shop window ve sav the firgt of many anti-fnerican anrd anti-
Chizng Kai=shek plucards we wers to see congtantly in the next four vesks,

: This particular placard wag in the form of & large map showlng matrdard
= . Thina and the island of Formosa, The Chinege mainland vas pictursd as s moc

- ern industrial netion with skyacrapers, factorles and all the other Inpedie
mente of a greal centre. Along the coast and peinting in the direction of
Formoga was a mighty array of military force, Stesming south and norih and
teading for Formoss were great fleets rroudly flying thered {lag. On the
Island itsslf were two fipures, one obviously Chlang Kei-ghek, and the other
dregsed in the wmiform of an Ausrican offiicer, Chiang had been cripnied and
wag dressed in tatterad raps, With the Arorfcan officer he gazed in Lerror at
the night of New China, Arcund him in plles vere empty tins and grsst AN
tities of serap all of i ich bore a =mrk U8, " The pair were about %o clawbaer
abosrd a very basttered ship on which wers ths markings in Engllsh and Chinese
0.8, 7ih", :

te gaw nany other placards ang posters the aim of whish was quite obviously
e stir up batred ageinst the United States,
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The following day we vere reguested to pay owr rospects at the Yellow
Flower Kno, the tomb of seveniy-ivo ‘meriyrs? of the 1912 Revolution, Heve we
st a group of Chinsse scldiors whom we gquesticned asvegards military servieo
in China. There is ecompulsory military training for all youths over the age of
eighteen, Those called upon to serve in the Arny spend three years in tralning,
in the Air Force four years, and in the Wavy five years, At the pregent time C
Sgina bas a stending Avmy of 2,500,000 with a further 7,000,000 on the active

38RIVe,

&5l

B8

. Thence we visited a museum vhich was mainly devoted to a &
ments and exhibits of the phases of "Liberation'e-the tern appl
lution which brought the Canmunista to power,

isplay of docu-
ied to the reve-

Al

Funzary

It was here too that we had the first of many digcussicns on Hungary., Ve
wers to hear the same answer given wherever ve pesed the gquestion in other
ciﬁ1?33 and it may be interesting to relate it at this point. The Hungarian
peocpls began, as they were quite entitled, a peaceful demconstration agalnst
certain minor abuses which had erept in. However, the Fascisis and imerican
Imperialists were able to turn this peaceful demonstration into an open revolt
which the psople did not want, and vhich was usged by the Fasecista for their oun
ends, The legitinate Govermment, in order to preserva the safety of the people,
requosted assistance from the Soviet Union umder the provisicns of the Wavsaw
Pagt, When it vas pointed cut that the legitimate Govermment under Premier
Nagy had repudiated the Warsaw Pact three days before the Russisn troops en-
tered the country, we were informed that Nagy being then under the influence .
and control of reactionaries and Faseisits eould ﬁellcnger spank for the people,
ind could no lenger be regarded as repregenting®the laéitimate Covermment of
Hungary.

The Miveraitios

»

‘He vigited also the beautiful Sur-vat-Sen Univeredty, vhich was built soms
twenty years apo, and now has an emrolment of 2,000 sbudents.

We were reeaived by the Chancellor and cordially welcomed bovh by him amd
by the representatives of the Students! Unfon. We received thils same high de-
gree of cordialily at our every stepping place, and we cannot speak too highly
of the welcone which was everyuhere accorded us, While we found very many‘
t?ings in China of hich the Delegation is completely wnited in its crivhicism,
the manifestations of friendship given to us everywheve will receive an equally
unanimous pralse, : ‘ ' )

- The Universitics in China avre controlled by the Minister for Higher Edu-
cation, & meuber of the Cabinet of the Caniral People's Goverment. Working
t?rough the State Couneil of the Govermment, the Minister appoints €1 the
Chanesllors, end Heads of Golleges, The Deans of each Facully are then roc-
comended by the Chanesllew, bnd thedir appointnent is approved by the State
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Council  Peofesgora are then aprainted on the recrmendation of the Chaneslior
and Uman, o

Thﬁ‘?ﬁtfﬂaﬁ for ench Faeulty sre standerdised thromphout the aorretbery, as
ar§ the *Uomwer exraes® which are compnlgory for sll phudenta tau &l Fﬁﬂﬁltieu”
¥4 e e § g g b1 ey [, Y ] - - T H ' .
:} Lz;wvéfiaiift?:en 15 A & per cent of the totel aurmisndane In the Fasalty
25 p LIT INgLAnCs, Lhege courges wake up 40 per cent of ansia gtudisa,
o Eoysiens Fomiter Theory, Dialacticel ete-talim, fator ol Vaieinl.
- ?&@wﬂ;;krggv;t:;;j}?h_:s,JrJ o ML? LJinese_hevfiﬂiﬁng & §wre*rﬂ LRI S Y
T beT GRS GPIVEtmoy whelw we roged the queation W0 per cent of Yie atgdents
Lok Russianennd phralenl efueation,

Ny

_zﬁ ware drformed ir Canton that thers wers frary feow gtudects ob the Uni
veratty whe are pot mate<ialista®, bhud the e pen gent of atodentas vho e
THr Al lang . “usd g e T ELAT, DUy Lhe ope pen gent of atodests vt ave
T aumadng of Laddhists have to stady these matarialist ohilcserhiias,
iy S S , - 7 3 A Cemrm E i
setdtge Tour country 13 enpaped dn bdlding up socdalfem, acd az cibisere, Lhey
hawe to gtudy aoclaliet theory®, ‘ ’

‘ Bel'ore *Liberaticn’ there vere a large number of Christian, Loth Protes
gamt and Catholin achools, colliepes and ﬁnivevgjti¢3, bt all of L egs hawé
Jean eompulsarily, and without carpensation, tuker over Ly the State with the
wpintation "the Pecple df3 net went all the religiors to have inmir ﬁ@# ﬁ*f:
farent scheolas™, h .

We were dnforned &t the Sun-yat-Sen Unive-~sity that ip the Encligh Peperi.
?emt‘periadicalﬁ itbrary they tad a supply of recent "Lestern nevamacers'. e
found this sirprising in view 9F the fact that rowhers in the librariss fad we
aeen any traces of any material which would give snother approach Lo any gises
tion on which there wag o Meoxist Interpratation, It weg Freely n&niti;¢4?£;t
there were no anti=Coaruniet books in any of the Yibrariss, %a; thersfors,
reguegied Lo see “Western nevspapers, and arrangenents ve-e made for unlié
visit this section the folloving day. ’ S

| ‘Yas,‘tha{e were 'kegte~n nevspopera’, We gaw the London Datiz W
tha Wew York Yorker, the United States People's Quardisn, and Broin's e
Sraaamimas Fu R W T, 374

£ in
owlh

r Ty e 4 g by .
Lhe Indian Blitz, and one or tuo others of a aimilar vein.

" » vty Yie & e 34 .

. &han we pointed ?ut Lhat 2 C1d not repard these papers as Selrp repre
Jj?g&tjve of the public opinion in the eountry of their origin, the siudenty
Wit 1 bl T I 3y gow 3 ¢ 7 R y i i IR #
;: n.ﬁf Gﬁy?gjgﬂd tdadﬂelvea Lo be very surprigsed, and we-e, I thivk, a jistie
distelieving, On this occasion vhern, sz was alvays the cage, we ware sskeo
ST ElS g <1t e . . N N o
jgr‘avlbiciams and gugregtiions, we eommented that possibly the Few York Tines
«gon Timzs and Manchegter Guardian mipht give a move balanced viey ~F Westes
public epinion, :

Every Stirlent Papses
A . g : . ; ‘
“n enrolsent in the {iversities, o studert wiil siimit alore with biw

IOTEP B 3 - '
q:axifitatinns a Jist of four faculties vwhich he would like to i ir arder
s preference. He will later be informsd as to tre particuler oo ity for
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vhich his enrolment hus been accepted, Himilarly, ou praduatien, he will sube
mlt a 1ist of four places in which he would like to take up appointment, and
Trem this 1ist, though there is no cartainty that one of his selections vill be
chegen, his place of employment will be dete mined, '

The students at all the Universities are secommodated in hostels within the
University grounds, Few new hos'els beve been built and with preatly incressed
numbers now attending the Univeraities, ovarcrowding is extreme,

3ix or edght students have thelr acemmnodation in each roon and the avore
2ge room would measure no nmore than 12 feet by 1€,

Along emch well are two gebts of double-~tisred deds and the only other
furniture in the ~oon appeared o te g gmall tasble for eacn gtudent,

In nost cages there was 1ittle evidence that the students hod more than a
couple of sety of clothing, '

In one room we vialted in the SupeyateSen University in Canton there vas
writlen on & sheet of blotting paper on the girl studentea® degk, the words:

"Why should I receive such e mark?!
T confeggln g
"that else ean T do?"

- Unfortunately the pirl vhose desk this vag, was not pressnt at the time
and 30 no explaration eould ba ebiained for these strange bul definitely epe
lightening thoughts, :

In a prominent posgition in oevery University is a 'praising and criticiam?
notice board.. These boards had <0 or 30 different ehoeets pinned to them on .
esch of which was a photo of the student vho wag Lhe gubject of the particular
notice, Upder their photo we~e written a et of good featurss and following
on this, mumbered in order of Inportance, the bag pointe vhich had been noticeg
?y their teachers and class conpaniona.

Most of the eriticisma conceraned thelr idenlogiczl level, N

In no facwity in any of the Universitiss vigited vas there a8 fafilure vate
greater thar five per cent, Indezd 4n the Faculty of law at the Scheol of
Economics and Lew in Shanghel.—foraerly the Protestant St Joln's Universiiy
there was a pass rate of 100 per cent in every year, Wherever ve found s spnll
number of failures, we were informed that the reascn wms that the students cone
cerned; through $llness or other Teagons, have missed a consldershle pertion of
the year's lecturcs, avd it was "deened advissbla’ that they should repeat the
year, .

There 1s a degres of apecialisation wndreaned of in Australia in all of
the techrical faculties of the Universities, Even in the niddls schoolgeome

aecondary schosla-—the students begin to speclalise, As a result; the 403,000
University students of China are being taughi a very narvoy apecialist courge,

'—sf:J_-
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completely foreign to our idea of a liberal education, In no sense could i% be
said that the Universitica o China, even in the liberal Arts Facultisi, ars
traiping their studentsto think; rather quite the reverse, Their miads are
being conditioned so that they will asccept, without question, all thet is told
them, and use the pregtige uiiich their University education provides them to
tranzmit the ideas of the Govermment to the masses,

History Rewrittep

Impossitle though it is to believe, it is a fact that history is being re-
writien and completely changad to gsuit Party purposes in today's China.

In China the Communists gained control slmost entirely through a peasant
revolt, For many years the Party had tried to win the support of the prole-
tariat; but in this they largely failed. In any event the prolstariat formed
8o smell a percentage of the population that it was doubtful if they would ever
have proved a powerful enough force,

S0 Mao Tse=tung, ignoring the Marxist theory thet & Communist revolution
will be brought sbout by the urban working classes, turned to the peasants. At
the time he wrote, "The war of resistance is as a matter of fact & pessaent var
o o o the villages snd the couniryside will defeat the cities and the touns.®

For these so obvious deviationist tendencies Mao was expelled f rom the
Ceniral Executive of the Pariy, and I have even read, from the Party itself.

But Mao went to the pessants, and where the proletariat had failed the
peasants succecded,

In China now these thirgs, the facts of hiastory, have been changed, It
was lhe proletariat that was in the vanguerd of the revolution. No, it vas nct
the peasants, It could not posgsibly be the peasents for Marxist theory shows

) us . o o Mao's expulsion just did not hapven,

This astory was repeaited to us everywhere, Dy officialas, by students, even
by Urdversity profeasors whe had themselves lived through that very stage of
history and watched the illegitimate birth of Communism in China. .

Now this is the Party line, these are the ‘correct ideas' so no more is to
be said,

The intellectuals have teen a source of concern to the Chinese Govermment,
In 1955 there vas an intenslve cempaign against ‘counterrevolutionaries' and a
number of intellectuals were arrested, #HNotably there was the writer Fu Feng
S whose work has shoved 'devistionist tendencies" from the accepted ideoclogical
T line,
This resulted in = parslysing blow at original thought and work. All the
creative artiats in every field feared that the slightest deviation from the

Party's interpretation of Mzrxist Leninist thought would result in their coming
to the game fate as was Hu Fang's.

T
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The Party realised the position and after & Cemiral Comrittee meeting
Premior Chou Eun-lai laild dewn the new policy, It is swmmarised in a slogan,
now mot everyvhere in Chinn: "Let Tlowsrs of many kinds biozsom; let ail
gchools contend,” This pollcy hag subgequently been given the imprimateur of
Chairman Mao.

However, degpite the guneral language of the ewrrent glogen, it vas exge
plained to us that it applicd only in the ficlds of literature, art and science,

Many times we commented on how strange to us it was thst a Covermment
decree wag necessary in ordor to reassure the intellectuals that they were free
¢ ergage in original thought and fros to express their ideas, Much wmore often
did we comment on the fact that even now their frecdom of thenght and expression
exrterded only into the fislds of literature, art and science’ and no further,

- Rluays ow comments were regsided ag Ustrange?’, Even the intsllectuals
have been 80 conditioned by seven Tears of the Cormunist regime that thsy re-
gard the control of thought by the State as something natural, something to
expected, And those gsme intellecluals weuld say that therz is scadsmic free-
dem in their country,

True acadenic fresdom is wnkn:wn in China today,

It was on our second night in Canton that we really gainad some idez of
the extent of propagands in Chins, We atiended an imnccent magician's 8oV,
and soon discovered that its pyiam! purpose was to spread the mezsage, Hauled
sut of hats, preduced from thin alr, were glogans covering an endless vavrioty
of tepics: "Talwan is the territiry of the Chinese people,” %iake part in so-
cialist reconstruction,” "it is tle duty of the citizen to serve in the volum-
teer avmy," "world peace,” ¥the Clineae people must liberate Taiuan,” ¥ we .
resolutely support the just strugile of the Egyptian people,” ete., ete,, eto,.
Ve roticed, with intercat, the arjlause wvhich grected the last-mensioned
slogan, ; .

Ihere ive Those Tractorg?
asre | 28R 4n

TRALE AR

From Canton we went 1o Baukelr apd th N

: king., Throughout this and
cther train journeyse—we traveller. altogether some five thousand nmiles by traln
=-we were able to form some gener\l conclusions on life in China for ths pesp-
antry. HNowkers did ve gze eny g oral signs that conditions for the peazant had
improved at ell since 'Liberation', Hovhere from owr train window did we see g
gingle tractor working in ths fieids, but always the bullock-dravn wosden plough,
and the hoa wielded often tines by women, The grest ‘mechanisaticn of agricule
tuwre! of which, in Bystralie I bad heard =o nuch is, in the light of what I gav,
8 myth, unsupported by evidencs, Yirhaps, in other parts of China, thers may be
some mechanisation, but as we passs through some of the most fertile belts in
the country, ons would have szpectel gome litile evidence of mochanizadion thera,

At Peking station the ssme tumvlivons welcono
vith bouquets of ficusrg, and, cmid e flash of phot

3
- D
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our fleet of cars which stocd outside the station, We vere transported 1o yet
another luxuricus hotel, and the speschas of welcone=—the same stereciypad
gpeech %0 vhich we had growr scenstomedo~wore repeated,

Our first visit wes to the Peking Comprehensive University, which before
1949 had been under t he conirol of the Saeiety of the Divine Lord,

We were shoun over the University by an enthusiaatic group of gtudents, and
all ve saw and heard se~ved to confirm us in the opinions vhich we had formed un
University education in Chira,

We were received by the Chancellor, vho had received a portion of his edu-
cation in the United States, but who nevertheless, nov held the viewthat the
vorkers both in the United States and in Australis vere Yoppresged!, He algso
shoved a certain degree of ineredulity when we informed him that in Austrelia
the Communigt Party wvas given the same freedom as was enjoyed by any other
political party.

The Chancellor, now aged 72, informed us that prior to 'Liberation’ he had
greatly feared the Communista, and had opposed their policies, WNow, however,
he realised that his views nad been complately incorrect, and he showed himself
to be an ardent supporter of the regime,

It appesred t o us to by somewhat strange thet a hinhlymadﬁcnﬁeﬁ DAT SN
and, might ¥ say with respect, partievlarly o Undversity professcre-should at
the age of €5 males such & redical changa in his views,

Undoubtedly the highlisht of the day was the official welcome extended %o
us by the S¢udents® Union, Each Australian, in turn; walked into the Great
Hall cram-ed t o overflowing with 1,200 students. The applauge which grouted
each member of the delegmtion was twnliucus, We took our places or the stage
beneath a large tanner "Welocome to the Anstralian students® and listened to
geveral addresses in the usual style from members of the Executive of the AL
Chinn Students' Federation and the Students? Union,

Not One Vord of Criticimm

That evening a dance wag given in our honour, where our high atatus wag
evidenced by the number of ~irls who aprreached esch of ug aghking mey they havs
this dence, 4

A few days before T had axpressed ny surprise to an official at the uuani-~
mous approval which ve had found among all elagges of paople Tor every aspeet of
Govermment poliey. Not onee had we heard a single word of criticism, nor a
single voice raised in opposition, I contrested this situstion with Australia,
instancing, in particular, the recent policy adopted by the Australien Covern.
ment on the Suezs question. T stated that about 5C per cent of the Adustralian
people were opposed, and gtrongly expressed themgelves Lo be so opposzd {0 the
Govermment policy on this jasie,

G
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The official then assur=d me that throughout the whole of China 99 per °
cent of all the people pave to the Goverrment full support in its every action,
I immediately requested to k= given an opportunity of speaking to some people
who made up the one per cent, I had been startled by many things T had seen and
heard in China before that, but the ansver to this question was the most frank
admlesion that I had received on any point,

He said: "You will be visiting Peking prison, You will be able to meet
them there,"

On our second cday in Peking we did, in fact; vieit the Peking prison, But
if our purpose was to find a single person who would express himself to be ep-
posed to the Communist Goveriment; we were to be sorely disappointed, After a
discassion with the Director of the prison we were permitted to inspect the
prisen factories; workshops, cells, ete, While so doing we expressed t he wigh
to speak to some of the prisoners, and we chose at randon 18 prisoners, men and
wonen,

Two=thirds of the prison's 1,800 inmates have been arrested on 'counters
revolutionary! charges, Twelve of the 18 to vhom we spoke were fcounters

revolutionaries’, Not one of the 18 had a single word but praise of the Govern-
ment,

The Way Justice YWorks

In theory every person in China accused of a ®serious offence’ will have
legal repregentation at his trial, A conviction on & Ygounter-revolutionary?
offence carries as the maximum penalty the sertence of death, So that by any
standards ! counter=revolutionary activities® must be regarded as a ’serious
offence’, Hovever, in practice, not one of the whole 18 had been given legal
representation at his or her trial; one indeed had not even been pregert at his
own trield Tach one had presented to the Court = confeasion, each one had

pleaced guilty, each one assured us that he believed Justice had been done and
that his punighment was well deserved,

It may be significant to note that a couple of the prigonerstold ug that
they had not ‘confegsed® to the charge urtil "the facts had been pointed out *

by the polica", . Before this they said "they had nct been aware of what they
had cone',

One woman, sentenced to fifteen years® imprigcnment, told us that she had
"sent secretsto Chiang Kai-ghek"™, 1In answerto our question she gaid that the
secrets were "political; military and economic”, Ve asked her how the seerets
had been trangmitted, and she informed us that she had sent them by telegran!

The Director of the prison informed us that the prisonsrs were imbued with
‘correct ideas® by means of ";refornm through education' (calle? by many writers

"brain-washing?), The prisoners have regular meetings in gmall groups, each of
which is under the control of a "worker from the prigon educational section',

=] e
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We were informed that the content of this Yeducation’ was the teaching to
the prisoners "of the lenient policy of the Stats”. This is "5 make the
prisoner into a new man. To show him that he was visingy and necded reforming,
To meke hinm inte a worker for the State,"

The Director went on to tell us that the—e is no corporal punighment, 11l.
treatment or abuse allowed in the prison, On the first cccasion a priacner
breaks prison diseipline, he will be warned. If thera is a subssquent brezach
he will be made to stop work, and sent back to his own czll where he w 11 be
asked to make a confession; "tc recall what he has done, to think about his
error, and to repernt", In all of this he will bs helped by the ‘educational
section'c "The worker in charge of ths education section tells hinm what he hea
done and tells hi~ the polisy of the State, The other prigoners will alse tell
him that he baa done wrong." We wers informed "™it does not happea that they do
not confess that they have dore wrong".

The Dirsetor probsbly did not realise how mush he astounded us vith a
later comment., "Counter-revclutionnries," he informed us; Mare only sznt to
prison vhen they act against the State, besauce it ig difficult really to fing
out 1f & person has reactionary idems." There was no doubt in our ninda that
although the pusnishment only followed the act, nevertheless the crime vas in
the renctionary ideas,

It Was Said Elaven Timeg

The following evening we hud a discussion with the Executive of the 411
China Students" Federation,

The All-China Studenta® Federation unites the 403,000 students in Chinals
Univeragities,

I% has three seats on the Chinese People’s Hational Political Consultatiws
Conference where it is abls to offer rroposals on Governmment work in the Uni-
Tergities, As well, it carries out the usual activities common o most Faiienal
Unions of students, exercising, however, a very high degree of contrcl over its
congtituent bodies: the local Iniversity Students! Unions,

For its major activities the finance de provided by the Goverwmaent, Thus
the finance for the building of the Intermaticnal Union of Students® Afro=Agian
T.B. Sanatorium in Peking was supplied direetly from this source. Similarly
the expenses of delesgations of Chinese students proceeding on various missions
overseas is paid by the Govermment, vhich alsc meets the expenzgss of forsipgn
delegations visiting China at the invitation of the A.C,S.F,

The policies of the Federation vary in no vay from the policies of th=
Govermment. It is their aim in the 4nternaticral sthere to win the students of
Asia to Communism, For this reason they were not willing to put ic any practi-
cal effact their vertal assurances that they vanted mutval co-onernsisn with tho
students of dugtraiia in watiers affestine atudeirts,
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On our finsl day in Peking three of us visited the *Ming Tombs, We were®
driven there by car, and unnccompanied by our interpreter, On the reiurn we
took the opportunity of dirscting our driver off the main road, and into a
wayside villare, Here we were able closely to inapect the homes and conditlons
of the pessants in what wws & typleal Chirese village, The houses were very
small, eome measuring only eight feet by ten feet, The walla vere made of mud,
and many of ther:, over the years, had, in spots, given way. Timber slats formed
the windows, and were covered on the inside with newspaper. The "streets' were
in a very bad enndition, so much so that our driver was unable o tring the car
beyond the village outskirts, All the dreins were open; and tollet facilities
non-existent. The childwen we-e dirty, but appeared reasonabtly well fed.

By way of a general comparisen this villsge vas similar 1n many regpecta
to the average village which I have seen in India. PFowever, while the Indian
village might be dirty, neveriheless, the buildings have the sprearance of
being well Jooked after. This was not the cage in this Chipege village,

Throughout the whole of my trip, T did rot see any concrete examples of
development, progress or advancement schemes being undertaken to benefit the
80 per cent pessants of China's €00,000,000 people.

From Paking hal# +he Delepation went to Anshan, a cenire of heavy industry
in Mapetrrrin, Here ve vigited the iron and steel mills which at present have
an anmual production almost equal to that of the whole of Australia., As well ve
gsaw the nurseries and kindergartens for the workers?! children, the newly=-built
workera® flats snd the workers® hosplital,

1% was freely ndmitted that considerable sssistance is being obtained from
the Soviet Union. In Hankow there iz beinp built one of the shovpieces of the
nev regime--a bridge to span the Yangtse Ryyen,  Eight seis of plans vere pre-
pared and then sent to the Soviet vhere the [inel cholce was made, '

In Peking and many »ther eities ve anv a copsiderable mmber of Pusslan
and rationals of Furopean satellite countries,

As well ss advice and technicol eassistance, the Soviet is providing nuch
of the finance necessary to support the Five-Ysar Plans, the scond of which is
just beginning. .

The nurgeries in the industrial areas are run either by the State~controlled
factory or "by the= people fimanced by the State”. It geems to be the case that
in the normal 4instance both mother and the father will te working in the fae-
tories, hence "the majority of the children ir Anshan are in a nursery or lkinder-

garten”, Just ir this nne city theve are 214 navgeries and creches run hy the
State factories, together with an almost equal number run by the peaple.

The_Job of the Trade Unions

FProm the age of two morths, the mother will bring her child to the creche
at 8 o'clock each mornirg, gix days per week, calling for him sgain after work

) e
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by 5:30 p.m, Add to this the fact that it was found that all workers atiend -
'clagses! of various sorts from three to five nights per week, and 1t will te
realised that family life as 1t ig understood in Aygiwalin 35 imprgaihle $p
China, .

The workers' flats are guilt along purely utilitarian lines in iarge
blocks in the outer suburbs of the city, They are generally peorly built, and
despite the fact that they are but a few years old, many of them show largs
eracks In the walls, Ventilation is poor, and lightirpg very bad,

Fach worker is supplied with one room for his vife and family and generally
three families will share a kitcher and bathroom, We inapected many of the
rooms, and apoke to aeveral of the worksrs, The following example may be ro-
garded ag typicsl, The worker, his wife and five children had o room measuring
1, feet by 9 Peet in which the orly furniture was four single beds arnd two
small tables, A large picture of Chairman Mao completed the decoration, The
family posaessed seven blavkets between them alle—and this ir & temperatuvrs
which while we were there dropped to 40 degree below zero, Neod I remark thai
the workers did not have the centrally-heated bulldings which were provided for
foreign delegations,

The family earned 92 yuan (say %15) per month, Of this, food cosgt 50 to
€0 yuan, and other invidertal expenges amounted to about 30 yuzn per month,
His wife was "very careful in manoging clothes for the children" but the family
clothing bill was 150 yusn per year, .

It vill te clearly seen from the above fleures that there i{s very little
margin for savings. It may be noted thet t}1s worker attended ‘clagses! five
evenings per week, :

As an experimeni, one member of tHe team asked him, "What do you know of

Augtraliat®" end ve received the classic answer, "I know that the Australian
people want peace," .

In Anshen and other industrisl areas vigited, T made inmuiries into irade
unionism in China.

The purpssé of the trade urion was stated as follovs: ®

1. To provide facilities for the siudy of political secience,

2, To educate the workers so that they may increase production and im-

prove techniques,

3. To provide recreationsl activities. _

In Canten & fourth wvas added "to develop the initlative of the workera",

“uestions on the nature of ¥political science® revealed that it was a stuﬁy
of the documents of the Fighth Congress of the Comunist Party, and *other
literature’,

'Employees" study six hours per week, and ‘workers'! study two hours per
night threeto five tinmes a week, :

It should be recalled that the worker to whom we spoke studied five

«13a
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evenings per week,

Throughout China all workers have a sli=day week of eight hours par day,
We were informed that no overiime may be worked without the agreement of the
trade wmion, In a sugar factory wisited in Canton the workers had to do a
further eight hours! overtirme on two Sundays out of three, We were informed,
however, that this wag the exception,

4

There Jg no fixed time allewved for lunch, but generslly about tventy minutes®
work will be logt while a worker has his midday meal, There is no morning or
afternoon break, _

A total of six days® apnual holidsys is givensethree days at the ‘Spring
Festival?, formerly the Chinege New Year, two days to celebrats October Day,
and one day on May Day, No three weeks' amnual leave for the vorkers in China,,
A further three days® holiday will be glven on the death of a parent; or ¢n
one’s merriage. Women workers may take a 5€=day maternity 1eave94

Strikes?e-Ne Such Thinea

If one aceepts the word of factory execuidves, trade union leaders end
model workers, then labour troubles are unknowm in present-day China, In the
period of eight years between 1918 and 192¢, there were over 1,200 strikego.
tuo-thirds of them successfule-in China, But, as Hsu Chilw~chen @rplained to the
Seventh Trade 'ion Congress: "At that time, a2ll economic atrugries waged by
the trade uniong had political aignificance, Now the situation 18 entirely dif-
ferent, The working class of China is the leading clasg of the State, Uader
the Peoplels Denoeratie Dictatorship, the policy, tasks, and role of the trade
unions have undergone a fundamentsl change, "

In the factory at Canton referred to shove 1t was only after a lengthy ex-
planation that the chairmen of the trade union was able to comprehend the mean-
ing of the term 'gtriket, :

lie then proceeded to inform us that if a vorker has a canplaint he must
refor it to the Labour Protection Committee, which is one of gome fifteen sub- "
committess set up by the Trade Union Committee i the factory, The Labour
Protection Committee will then examine the complaint, and if it 1s sound ard
reagonable 1t will be passed on to an unspecified ‘higher authority’, Here it
will be subjected to further re—examlnation, and if stil1 regarded as reascnabls
it will be passed up the next rung until eventually it reaches the Minister of
Light (or Hesvy, us the cage may be) Industry, Here a final examination will be
wade, and a final decision glven, .

Qo==If the request ig not finglily granted, and the wvorkers still think 4%
reazonable; can they go on strike? : ' '
A,=Thers have been no such cases in thias factory,
Com=Have there been any such cases in China?
Ao~ Theres have baen no caseg in China, ‘
This ansver was verified in all other nlacea vhere the sane question was put,

1
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The explanation given would be to an Australian trade unisnist absolutely
smazing: "The Mindstry of Lebour makes the regulations on wages, safety prew
vautions, and ell other ucrking conditions, It {s. therefore, very eagy for
them to decide on any particular guestion., This cdecision is correct,

As & matier of fact the right to strike has probably been dsne away with
by virtne of a section of the Chinese Constitution vhich lays down that werkers
pust "maintain discipline st work", If anything more specific is veguired 4t
will be fournd in Section 10 of the 1950 Trade Unior Law which provides "durirg
a dispute, the workers ghall maintain discipline at work",

The trade unions are controlled by Communist Cadres, and their most imporie
ant task ie to unite and lead all the workers t o strugele conscientiously snd
enthuglaatically for greater and preater output,

It 1s the unions who are regpongible for the Soclelist emulation drives
which greste labour's new heroes, vhich spur production in the mine and fretory,
and whichy, having raised production levels, then set new norms and fquotas t o be
broken by snother drive, :

‘Ancording to theory, the vages of the vorkers Increase in proportion to
factory preduction, In theory, 1t wvill be the unions who will ses to it that
the vorkers obiain this inereage, but as is so often the case in Communiat
China today, theory and practice are completely divoreed,

The former chairmen of the State Planning Comnisslon, Mr, Li Fu-Chim, in a
195€ report to the People’s Conprags, ndmitted ™hat the adjustment of vages had
been ignored™. He made this statement in the procesa of & rerort on that year’s
working of the Five.Year Plan, which even in theory is to increase production by

tvo-thirdg, with provision for a wage increase of one=third,

The workers in Ching are beginning to grumble at the conditions under which
they are compelled to work. Their unions, dominated ty the Party and used by it
purely as an Instrumentality of goverment, is concerned far less with the wel-
fare of the workers than with ircreases in production, efficiency and economies,
The workers! welfare must guffer in the interests of these three poalsa,

Every larpe factory has s ~lags-framsd display board on which are posted °
the pictures and stories of {tgs leading workers: ihe model worker.

There are similar displays in conspicuous sights in the major citiles.
Thege workers are the heroes of New China, The model worker is one vho continie
ally exceeda his work quotis,

In each department glore, factory or workshop, flaes and tanrers hang over
the factory machineg; pictures on the factory walls tell hov the operators of
the machines or the workers in that section have won for themselves, by in-
creased output over and akove their gquota, the praises of the Party,

Ingtead of organiaing strikes, the trade wriors must irstil “labour diasci-
pline’, Tt would seem that digscipline has been expeclally tighterner since 1943
when the All-China Fedevation of Trade Unlons lgsued a Ydeciziont op strengthen-
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ing it, when it became fairly evident that the targets set by the firat year
plan were not going to be reached, The Peking Daily Worker on 1l4th January of
that year stated: "The reasoning whereby some conrades have adopted a lenient
end accommodating attitude towards labour discipline, is said to be based on
the mass viewpoint?! of trade union vorkers nnd the fprotections of working=
class interests'. Obviously, no such strange working-class interests exist."

s

"Trade unions nust make every vorker urderstand that strengthened organige-
tion and strict discipline are the inherent qualities of the working class.”

Fofcég Slave Labouy

Then on 1€th November, 1954, an article in the Peking Pesople's Daily de-
clared: "There are still a small number of workers vho, influenced by the capi-
talist thought of the old order, do not understand that the new labour disci-
pline is different from the old ., . . Some party and official (i,e, trade union)
Cadres, hold that it is unnecessary to conduct any education in labour disci-
pline, and that most workers will spontaneously observe it, This iz to deny the
function of Party leadership and to express tlind trust in the spontaneous
development of workers,"

A writer, Peng Chi-yun, in the Peking People's Daily, 1€th November, 1954,
urged frastic correction for backward workers. It should be borne in mind that
the trade urions draw powerful help in keeping up labour discipline from the
system of forced labour vhich Peking regularised in Aupust 1954 to supplement
ordinary punishments, As with nll Communist govermments, Peking has found that
fear of forced labour is a better disciplinarian than vas fear of unemploynent
under caplitalism, -

It is obvious from the regulations that forced labour is regarded as being
an essential part of the economie structure of Communist China., ‘It is equally
obvious that it plays a very important part in that structure, It is not diffi-
cult then to accept the report by the Secretary-General of the United Nations
and the Director-General of the Internatioral Labour Office of the 15th Decen=
ber, 1955, in which it is stated that a total of 25 million people are in slave
labour camps in Communist China. This fignre has been arrived at after extensive
investigation, and in many cases fipures supplied by Communist sources have been
used 3t he basis,

In the houses of detention, the prisoners avaiting trial naturally toll un-
sparinrgly at their work assignments in the hope of winning acquittal or petting
off with a light sentence, Their already convicted fellows are obliged to match
their performance in order to avoid punishment as shirkers or ‘counter-revolu-
tionary waboteurs?, '

In the prisons it is those under suspended death sentence who set the pace
which the ®lifers? perforce must try to equal, Thus the priscners awveiting
trial work for their freedom; those given a gtay of exescution work for their
lives. The rest must keep up to avoid a harsher fate than is already theirs.

=1€~
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In Peking prison the energy of the robotelike movements of the prisoners
we saw was startlingly evident; not & word was uttered as they worke al a speed
unknown to vorkers in Austrmlla, and not one ceased work for a second as our
party entered and procacded through the workshop.

On the walls of every factory visited were great quantities of slogans wrging
"falfil your quotas®, "challenpe one another to execeed your quotaa", "strive to
be a model worker", ete, i

The ugse of the slogan in China is fantastic, In this respect and in an
alarmirg number of others the degree of resemblance between China tofay and the
world as ourlined in George Orwell'’s remarkable book ?1924° is astounding,

There sre slopans on all the railway stations, there are slogans on many of the
large buildings, slogans in the schools, universities, the factories and the
workshops, slogans in the new people’a Cultural Parks and in the old historical
spots 1like the Summer Palace; slogans at the mapiciens' shows, and at the shows
of traditional daneing, slogans on billboards, in the nevspapers, in the school
text-hocks., Slogans! Slogans! Slogans! . . . everywhere, Then, of course,
there are the Peace [,yag, Yet another type of Communist 'Peace Dove' iz being
produced in the newly-established aircraft factories vhere the production is
exclusively confined to military aircraft. The Press and the radio are controlled
by the Govermment, and used for propanda. The films all have & purpose much more
than mere entertainment, The Chinese Clasaical Theatre portrays stories vwith a
very obvious moral, The school texi=books promote Government policy.

I vas able to obtain only one text—<book—~An English Regder for the Chinese
Middle School, published in Peking in 1957, There is not one page or one story
in that book which does not have high propagenda value. le read of the "Traitor
to the Chinese people Chiang Kai-shek®, of "American Imperialisn®, of "The Kings
of the RepublicMwa vicious blast at the American capitalist systezm, of how the
Americans invaded Korea, of how American policy is agasinst the Chinese and the
Soviet policy of peace, end that it is "leadine the United Stotes to another
thrashirg®, sliilar to the one they were given in Korea, of the bravery of the
workers of the Soviet Union, of the friendship betvesn the Soviet and China, of
all of this and more repeated ad infinitum. And all of this in Ap English
Reader. The one and only poen in the book is entitled 'To the Rogenbergs®, and
outlines the fate of the murderers of Ethel and Julius vhen they are brought
before the Pecple’s Courtz of Justice,

(S

In a_People'a Court

Our next stop was Fenking, Here and later in Shanghal we vere given an op-
portunity to attend both a criminal and civil trial. As well we proceeded to
investigate as fully as possible the full legal structure; and as this is funda-
mental in any society it is of consgiderable importance,

¥When the new regime took over in 1949, it was probably expected that there
would be changes in the exlsting law, However, it was shortly found that there
vas a change, not only in the written law but in the whoie conecept of law, The
very foundation of the juridical system underwent an astonishing change. All
the former texis were sbrogated en masse without being replaced by others.
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~The new jurisdiction was not to be bampered in its action for the benifit -

of the pespls by laws vhich might be invoked by an accused or a defendant as a
means of self-protection. While former laws vere, according to the Communist
theory, only a class instrument, the new State aimed a* only the happineas of
the masses, In this regard the State snd even the most humble of its officials "
1s presupposed to be endowed with true infallibility, The whole attitude towards
the police systen and the judiciary provides smple evidsnce of this fact., OCon-
sequently, the former legislative texts would result in a haupering of action by
impeding adherence to the circumstances. '

'Mnreover, such a text might erm the individual end frustrate the omnipotence
of the People’s State, and this People's State Act; ty definition, in the spirit
of the Revolution, must not be limited in any way whesscever, ‘ ‘

Another consequence is that ebsolute cbedience i dus inthe event of eny
indication;, hovever sglight 1%t mav te, of the will of ihe Government. I% is not
necessary that this will of the Govermment be laid domn by legislative or statu-
tory text., It can merely be the policy of the State' which we were told was
acted upen by the Judges of the Courts in the absence of legislative enactments,

- As a furthér.consequence, a person.brought befors the Courts 1s not to de-
~ fend himaelf, but to yield, To defend oneself constitutes a veritable revolt
againgt the egtablished pover. - » '

~..At the head of the Chinese Judicial structure is the Supreme People's Court,
~ the president of which is appointed by the Fational Inople’s Congress. The
Judgey are appointed Ly the Stmding Committee of the National People?s Congress,
8 very powerful body, which may also remove Judgea o1 other members of the Jue
dicial geheme, Ag well this Committes will "supervi:n the work of the Supreme
People's Court®, (Constitution Article 31 v.)

" Bepeath this Court are the local People's Court 1nd speeial People's Coumrts,
The Judges of these Cowrts are elected, and may be di missed, by the members of
the People’s Council at the corresponding level, The Supreme Peoplefa Court
aupervises the work of the local People's Courts and npecial People’s Courts
and likewise the People's Courts at higher levels supurvise the Judicial work of
the People®s Courts at lower levels., '

“

Further the Supreme People's Court is regponsible to the National Peoplels
.. Congress, and reports to it, The local People's Courty ere responsible to the
local Peoplels Congresses ot the corresponding levels :nd report to them,

Any person, male or female, over 23 years of age, vho has had three yearg!
"Court experience’ or has e degree may be appointed as « Judpe In one of the
. Peoplets Courts, Cuestions on this "Court experience’ 1uvealed that such persons
. a3 Court shorthand reporters, clerks snd the like were ¢.igible under this head, °
There is no examination, but one's fcultural level! 1g t:ken into mccount.

. As well as the Judges, the People's Courts have t wo ‘sccessories’ to assist
the Court in arriving at its verdict, These people have ‘he same rights as the .

- Judge and are elected annually from the people of ,the dis riet by direct fran-
chisg, They have no legal trainirg, ‘"but would}have inve:tigated the cage before
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taking part in any trial” {(Profegsor of Law, University of Hankow).

It was found impossible to obtaln any clear statement as to the difference
between the jurisdiction of the Peonle’s Conrts et the variocus levels, and we
believe that thewe is no elear distinction drawn, The local Peanle'g Court has
the pover to rass the death penalty, tut this hasto be ratified by the Supreme
P@'m-p‘}_e 3 2 Csm‘to

Eﬂxgml.gg,u.&ﬁr_fzgs@._um

There iz very little written law, in fact we were informed that the only
written laws sre those concerned with feounter-revolutionaries®;, ‘corruption of
publis monies?, end ‘marriage?, ?If there ig no law in a particular cage, ve
will act on the policy of the State" (Director, Nanking People's Court). Further,
"rom the experience of Judges and workers in the Courts there will be a uniforr
application of the policy of the State and a uniform sentence for crimes, Thig
will not be excesaive, because these arve Courts of Justice” (i1dem). However, we
ia ths Democracies regard the Rule of law as the indispensable corner-stons of
Justice, without which there can be no justice. In China todsy there is no
Rule of Law, : R

The membera of the delepation were able to witness two Itrials®; one a
eivil action for the reesvery of rant due, the other a criminal action where the
ace sed was charped on over twenty countas of theft,

There is a complete absence of formality and quite obviously no law of pro-
cedurs, In the first case, both plaintiff and defendant spresred in person and
each proceeded to tell their sories amid continual interruntions from one an-
other, from the Judges, even from the shor!hand reporter! The verbatim report of
the trial obtained by thedelegation reads 1ike a rather racy dislogue in some
comic operal The staccato exchenge lasted for about half an hour vhen the Judges
suddenly left the room to congider their verdict. They we~e absent for about ten
ninutes, but when they returned one of the parties had gone home! Hovever,
Judgment was dnly given. It vas the unsuccessfnl litigant who had remained, and
alter hearirg the decisior he stormed, "I did not make myself clear," and nro--
ceoded to continue his arpument, Two of the Judpes left the Court but owr friend
accogted the third end continmied in his explanations., "I am not satlsfied " wel
the only remark ve were able to catch, At this stape the shorthand writer jolned
the pair and the party, and the tric continued their sguablble, much to our smuse-
ment. By this time amusemeni had completely teaken the place of astonishmernt.

Four Judpes presided over the criminal trfal. The accised vas represented
by a woman coungel and a member of the Feople®s Procuratorate prosecuted. Thrae
days before the trial the accused, although he had been arrested some three
months tefore;, was presented with the charpe he vas to face. Turire the time
spent in custody he had confessed to all the crimes with which he vas charged,
When ve later asked his counsel if ghe was guite satisfled that the confegsion
uas voluntarily given she replied, "At the bepinning he had some -worrieg, but
sfterwvards he confessed veluntarily.”

o) Fea
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We were t 0ld everywhere that a conviction will not be made merely on s coh=,
fession, but in this case, on 811 tut two of the counts no evidence of any de-
geription was offered except the confession,

Tuo witnesses were called, each of vhom gave evidence that money had been
stolen when slie was sghopping in a store. One admitted that ghe had not seen the
thief, the other gave veak evlidence of identification of the prisoner with the
person who stole her bag., Thedfence counsel made no attempt to cross-examine
either witness, A4s a matter of fact the only questions she asked were directed
at the accunged and ench served only to incriminate him, It may be of interest
to relate thems

Qo==kthat do you think of your action?

A,—~T have done something against the law,

Qo~-Lid you steal anything in the latter part of Jviy?
Ao=eYes, in the rubber shoes department,

O,-=What cid you steal?

A ~HMoney.

QoneWhat was it contained 1in?

A;~In & yellov envelops,

These were the only queastions asked by the accuged coursel during the whole
trial and their effect was to link the accused with the theft fromthe voman who
wvas not able to identify the person who stole her yellow envelope containing
some money, In her speech ta the Court after the ‘eviience® had been given she
stated that she could not arpgue on the question thot t1e sccused had in fect
gtolen all that was alleged, but ghe blamed his lapie "on the evils of the old
soclety left behind since Liberation". Twis, ghe hanid, would be taken into
account, She deslt then vith the attitude of the pxtaane** as ghe temed 1%,
"his attitude of confession", "When he vas arrested he had vorries and did not
tell the truth, But after enquirles had been made z::d he had been educated, he
told the truth, Thus he ghowed a good attitude," .

The p"isancr vas found guilty of stealing "gver twenty times" ‘money and
goods totalling "over 300 yuan" (say £50) and was c.nvicted and sertenced to one
yearts imprisorment. This was a very light sentencs/ compared with that imposed
on prigoners ve met in Peking Prison (three aad a 11lf years for 1llepally using
a bicycle; two years for stealing "10 to 20 yuan") and serves perhaps to i1llns-~
trate the atsence of uriforaity of sentence vhere, therc being no written erimi-
nal law, the Judges "act in conformity with {he policy of the State".

frxious Lo discover soﬁcthing of police pcwevi and methods, we requested
vhen in Shanghai te meet an official of the ?olice Department, and a Mr, Ho, the
Chief of the Maintenance of Secupity Sectior of th: Bureau of Public Security,

was brought to our hotel where we spent som: two Lours in obtaininp information
from him, = : ‘ 3

Mr,_ Ko Does Son; Explaining

The Pureau is an orgen of the People's Democratic Dictatorship which on the
one hand “car-ies our dictatorship toward: counterwrevolutionary elements”, and

-2’ lom
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on the other "guaranteses the gsecurity of the massea®,

It hag no pover to arrest of its own volition, but must obtain the aprroval
of either the Court or the Feople’s Procuratorate either tefore the arrest or
within twenty-four hours afterwsrds., 1% does, however, carry out all the inves-
tigations which proceed and follow the arrest,

We questioned firstly on the right of a prisoner to refuse to answver the
questions posed during the investigation, Ue were informed that "the prisoner
has the right to refuse to speak. But if we have svidence thst a pergon has
committed a crime, if does not mean that if he kesps silert he will escape pune-
ishment", We were informed thot "generally spesking it is natursl for them st
the beginning to refuse to speak and to admit the crimes they have commited.
But after we have explained to them the lenient rolicy of the State, Jeeo, if
you eonfess you will be treated with leniency; if you have done some merit you
vill be allowed to go unmpunisheds if you have done great merit you will be re-
varded, the prisoner will ususlly confess to many things.®

This "ewplanation of the lenient policy of the Stata®e~the betler tern is
‘brain washing‘-~will go on for a pericd of “from three to five days®, However,
"if the prisonazr insists on his innocence and we have the facts, the time taken
may be & little longer®, This was explained, "as a human being he will know in
his heart that he has committed a crime, He will accept the evidence we have
and will realise that he will get a lesser sentence if he confesses.” There was
then received the snawer "Yes" to our queation, "Then in the normal case the
prisoner would confess to his crime after the explanation of the lenient policy
of the State and the showing of 8l1 the facts to him?"

‘We were told that oniy péréona vho have in fact comnitted erimes will be
arrested, and only persons vho are guilty of erimes are brought before the Court,

Oe==-If thia ig so it follows that in 100 per cent of the cagey there wiil
be a confesgion and the Court vill merely pass sentsnce on the prisoner?

A,=~<No, 1t will be up to the Court whether the prigsoner will be sentenced
or he can be get free for good behaviour.

In all the cages of which Mr, Ho had personal experience the prisoners had,
all of them, confessed, and all of them pleaded gnilty at their trial. .

We asked Mr, "o how long the "explanation of the lenient policy of the
State" lasted. Ve received a really remarkable answers Migually we will explain
for absut two hours per day, but if a man likcs more conversation three or four
hours per day." '

As opposed to this, I mys=lf bave apoken to puople h@re in Brisbane who have
been intervopated in China for upwards of seven hours per dey by five or six
police officlals at 2 time. And they certainly did not Ylike more conversation’,

‘ Every public security station haa its residence and repistration police
which checka on travellers who must Tepister within three days of chasnglng theipr

address, overnipght giests, hotel patrong, birth and decths, wemployment, msrriage:
and divorces, .

s
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- This branch of the police has dogsiers on every honsehold and is expecteﬁ
to kmow the individusl's sources of income, education ard family tackground,
personal history from childhood,; his friends and relatives, inside and o&taide
China. :

I Meat 8 Prieg_
Since the return to Australia last year of an Angqicnﬂ Delegatian and the
subsequent comment of the Archbishop of Sydney, there has teen considerakle
cantrovarsy on the subject of Freedom of Religion in China,

Although this subject W g nat the sneeial study of our delegation, many
facts vere obtained which have a direct tearing on it, For that reason and in
view of the inte *est they will be presented hereo

In all the cities vigited by the delep&tiov there vere found to te churches
open, both Protestant arnd Catholic. In Manking two of our members visited an
Interdencminational Protestant seminary, The Bishop who administers the seminary
assured tham that the Church in China was completely free, I myself spoke to a
iCatholic! priest in Shanghai, a diseussion in vhich 1t was at least implied
that there was freedom of religion in Chipa, Some memberg of the team also
vigited & Protestant Church Youth organisation meeting in Shenghai. The *Catho-
1ic“ priests have since discovered, has been excamrunicated by Rume

So much for the cre&lt sideo

On the other hand, let us examine the position in 1949 before “Ldberation“

Inkthat year there were some 6,490 odc fcreign misaiunariea in Ghinaq To-
day there are very few~wperhaps half a dozen—and all of them, vith but one ex- -
ception, are in gaol, There weve many miversities run by btoth the Protestant
and Catholic Churches. There were @ Very large.number of primary and secondery
achools, A1l of these have now been taken over by the State without compensa-
tion»m“ﬁhe Peon]e A1é not wert all the velﬁpimnq to have their different schools o

Therb were orphan&ges, hogpltals, dispensaries- but today the“e are none,

There’were convents, but today all the conventg, with one or tvo exceptionq,
"have been "taken back hy the State" and "put to better uses™. The runs have
been forced to abanden their community 1ife and live geperately or in twos and
threes, They are not permitted to wear their religious habit, but are compelled
to adopt lay attire. They support themselves by working in the State hospitals,
taking in washing, cleaning factories and officea and the 1like, Thuy are not .
'permiﬁteé’tovtake any positions of responaibilitvg ) o

A

There is at 1east one Protestant seminary opanmnthe one viajted in Eankingwn
and the "Catholic' prieat referred to above informed us that there is a Catholic
seminery in Shanghal, We were, however, umable to confirm thig fact., MNowever,
our informant wvent on to say that the tudenta at the geminary studied, in ade
dition to the more or less normal course, MMarxist Leninist Theory” and "Dige-
lectical snd Historical Materialism®, Similarly all the clergy taxe a weekly

2 D
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ALl studenta, be they Chrigtian, Muslim, Buddhist, Theorist or anything -
alge, nust take the compulsory courses in the two above-mentioned gubjecta.
There are no conscientious objectors in Chira, One person, a Christian, im-
formed me that st the University he had been a gtudent above averape atility,
and usually obtained first or second place in tests, He had studied "Pialecti-
eal and Historical Materianllmm® and presented excellent answers in the examina.
tion on that subject, He wes later called for an interview with his rrofesgor,
who asked him if he really believed sll that he had written in his paper, He
angwered "No." He was failed in all subjects ond had to leave the Tmiversity.
The pumber of students who would be able to withstand such strong, constant
athiegtic pressure cannot easily be ascertained.

Very shortly ofter iLiberstion' most of the forelign Protestant clergy left
Cuina volunterily, As regards the mumber of Chinese Protestant ministers still
tending their flocks, we were unable to obtain any information.

Most of the Catholic foreign priests and religious workers were expelled,
ugually after they had been found guilty of ‘fanti-Government! or the btroader
tecounter-ravolutionary® charge. Of the mmbers of Chinese priests still free,
again wve have no accurate knowledge, However, in the City of Shanghal the
Catholie Pishop and "about forty" priests from the diccese are imprisoned,
There are 43 etill at liberty. Even these are working under severe diffleul-
tisa, They are not permitted to visit their people in thelr homes and there is
a complete ban on any visitation outalde their eity or parish.

Half of Then are_in Prison

e ST 24 8 AL W Aot LY

If Shanghai ean te taken as typical——ard there seems no reason to gupggest
that 1t is exceptional-—then it would mean that about half of the native clergy
have been imprisoned, If this figure can be accepted as belng more or less
correct, it would meon that in China today there are about ore-quarter of the’
number of clergy that were there in 1949, .

T4 is obvious merely from an impartial examination of the facts that the
ireligious freedom® in Chine today 1s not et all like the religious freedcm
that we understand. However, in order fully to investigate the position it ig
necessary to pursue one’s investigations teyond the surface facts, -

A great deal depends on the charges of 'political offences’ which have
regulted in so many imprisorments end so many expulsions, -

The facts of a few of such charges vere given to us while we vers in
China. ‘

_One concerned an Italien priest in Peking, It was alleged that he had ob-
tained & cannon with which he was going to bombard the Square in Peking on Yay
Day. In the bombardment he hored to kill Mao Tse-tung. He wes tried and, as
seems always to happen, found guilty. Subsequently he wms "expelled from the
sacred soil of China forever®, ' ’
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The other case was that of the Catholic Bishop of Shanprai, Bishop Kiomp,
The charge apainst him is one of Manti-Govermment sctivities". Tt is alleged
that there was found in a draver in one of his rooms a Nationalist Chinese flag,
and in the botton of the well in his yard a revolver. He was arrested in Sep=
tember 1955 and has not received a trial. Nor have any of the 43 clergy arrested
in the same purge, Many of these priests were arres‘ed for "perguading memberg
of the Legion of Mary not to register as counter-revolutionaries”

L ‘ v : i
In China there is no separation of religiorn and nolitics, It is often dif-
ficult neatly to draw the dividing line even in our gociety, but ir China there
is no dividing line, No less person than Premier Chou Enwlai has declared,
"In my opinion it is ridiculous to separate religion from politics",

In Chipg relicion must serve politics, Of that there is no doubt, But
somevhere every religion that is worth anything, must draw the line,

" I 1is easy to understand why the Chinese Govermment shonld have such &
policy, - Why it cannot tolerate a relipion. For religion is not only the burn~
ing of incense before the Buddhist pagoda, it is not only thc set of ainping
before the altar of the Chinese, it is not only the attending of services.
Relirion 1s more, It is the belief in a certain authority. That &s vhy every
religion which is a real religion, every religion which is worthy of its name,
appears to a Comrunigt Goverrment to be a usurpatior, And hence the Chinese
- Govermment adopts violent methods in order to make Christians eccept, Tinally

by endorsing the reform effected by the Government itselfs the reform of the

'PeOplg?angpriqtic Church®,

The Anglican Archbishop of Sydney, Dr. Mowll, who recently led a celegation
of members of his Church to the Chinese mainland, retirned to Augtralia
and vent to considerable pains to shov that there vas Lomplete relfipions free-
dom! in Red China today. Fe came under considerable criticism as a regult, and
being questioned ty a New South Wales Fresbyterisn minister, admitted that he
had while in China asked no nuestions which he-consigered night be embarrassing
to his hosta, ' S ' - ‘

Dr, Méﬁll is ﬁé%fectly at liberty to adopt this attitude if he rleagesg,
but he i3 not justified 4n spreading vhatever had been told him as the truth of

China today, o

- The 'Patriotic Church' is the only Church in Chins today which enj»ys any
aemblence of freedom. But even thig Red=founded Church has no real frecdom,
It merely has the freedom to dance to the Cowmunist tune. It is tolerated for
- one purpcse only-=1t 1s a useful tool for the complete and final eradication of
real religion. Let me give an illugtration. A doctor wishes b save hig patient
from smallpox, He is utterly and irrevocably opposed to smallpox., How does he
go about 1t? " He gives his patient a small, controlled fose of smallpox., It is
the surest wey to save him from the real dissase, That is vhat is teing done in
China today. . There is being administered by the Govermment a small, controlled
.dose of Comnunist religion. They think that this 1s the most effective way of
getting rid of religion altogether, ' o

3
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Relipious frecdon in China today? There is titter persecution of every
real reilgion in an ingidioms campalge to destroy all religlon, Fere subtle-
there blatant; bat eve*ym‘m-r ane of the most wiolent perascutiong the
Glrdatinn Lhm'ch hes faced in the twe thousand years of its history.

i
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